PREFACE.

*0 apology can be needed for introducing to the public a
work like the present. There has long been a want of
a book which should, in a moderate compass, give a clear and
readable account of these legends j for Dictionaries of Mythology
do not give a view of the subject as a whole; and the price of
most other works on the Greek and Eoman myths would prevent
their being used as class-books. These considerations have led
the publishers to bring out this book in an English dress.

If any should be inclined to ask what Mythology has to do
with men of the present day, the reply is plain. The works of
art in our galleries and museums require a certain amount of
knowledge of the mythology of the Greeks and Romans for the
full appreciation of their subjects. There is hardly any litera-
ture in Europe which has not been more or less coloured by
these legends; and in our own "day their power to inspire the
poet has by no means ceased. Nay, they have incorporated
themselves into our very language: " Herculean strength" is